[Primary subcutaneous mantle cell lymphoma treated successfully with THP-COP therapy].
A 73-year-old man noticed a subcutaneous tumor on the left upper palpebra from April 1998, but did not seek therapy for it. Facial subcutaneous tumors appeared from November 1999, and multiple tumors appeared on the skin of the chest and both upper arms from January 2000. Tumor biopsy revealed that these tumors were non-Hodgkin lymphoma showing CD19 (+), CD20 (+), CD5 (+), CD10 (-), smIgM (+), sm lambda (+) and cyclin D1 (+). The karyotype was t(11;14) (q13;q32), but bcl-1 gene rearrangement was not detected. On the basis of these data, primary mantle cell lymphoma (MCL) of the subcutis was diagnosed. The patient underwent eight courses of THP-COP therapy, and complete remission was achieved. Primary subcutaneous B-cell lymphoma, especially MCL, is rare. MCL is aggressive and difficult to cure; the median survival of patients is 3 to 5 years, and the 5-year survival is 30%. However, the present patient showed a good response to chemotherapy, and complete remission has continued for 17 months since the MCL was first diagnosed.